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We are having a great start to our third quarter!   So much has been accomplished since
September!
First and foremost our students performed a wonderful holiday program.   Much practice and
work went into the preparation, but they shared their music with  beautiful voices and well
polished instrumental performances.  I am very proud of what they have accomplished.

Our 5th grade band started as beginners and now are ready to learn more challenging pieces.
Our sixth grade band students have shown their experience and confidence by performing small
ensemble pieces, which they learned and performed on their own!  They will do the same for
our spring program.

As we move into the third quarter, we will have new challenges.  Our 1st and 2nd grade will
be working on reading and writing basic notation, learning about instruments, and exploring
classical music.

Our 3rd and 4th graders also have challenges ahead. They are demonstrating music reading
skills, and are becoming knowledgeable about instrument families, music terminology, styles of
music and some great classical composers.

Our fifth and sixth grade band students have made great strides in their playing. Their individual
practice time impacts our ensembles in a positive way. We will be working on new, more
challenging performance pieces that you will hear at our Spring program.
Here are a few practice tips for band students:

Make music practice part of your routine
A few 15 minute sessions are usually more beneficial than a long session.
Long tones are very beneficial for wind players.
Look for a place to practice with no distractions.



Spend time clapping, counting and speaking rhythms, as well as playing them.
Use the accompaniment cd for practice.  It makes it more fun!

From 2nd grade to sixth grade, students are reading pitch notation. Here are a few  websites
that have music theory and note reading games, in addition to lots of information on music
theory, music history, and great composers.  They make reading music fun!

musictechteacher.com
musictheory.net  - exercises
classicsforkids.com

There are so many”pawsitive” effects of studying music.  Through music, we can express
emotions,  learn to work as a team, and gain life-long skills.
Music for all website has some interesting data on the effect of music and the arts during a
child’s education.   I found the information very relevant, as it reinforces the importance of music
in our lives.
https://www.musicforall.org/who-we-are/advocacy/quick-facts

“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.” -
Albert Einstein
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